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giving evidence rendered a disservice [to the community].   One
of them gave evidence about force having been used and his testi-
mony has been summarily dismissed by the Commission.  The evi-
dence tendered in regard to the Immigration Act was so flimsy
that it undid the effect of the strong note submitted by Mr. Polak
to Sir Benjamin; leading such evidence before the Commission
could only result in putting us off with mere trinkets.  These tri-
vial issues, on which the community could have secured conces-
sions at any time after the settlement or as part of the settlement,
provoked the Commission's strictures and proved our petty-mind-
edness. Let us cite one or two examples. The Commission has re-
commended that the certificates of identity be issued for three
years' duration instead of one year.   In fact, we are entitled to
permanent  certificates   [of domicile].   And  that was what we
demanded before Sir Benjamin.   In consequence of the demand
for three-year identity certificates submitted to the Commission,
our demand for permanent certificates [of domicile] has been set
aside.  Because of uninformed and scrappy evidence tendered to
the Commission on the question of trading licences, the Commis-
sion simply dismissed the issue.   The issue of the Gold Law was
also dismissed by the Commission as it was mixed up with other
issues.   Thus, in regard to the questions on which evidence was
tendered we shall have to be satisfied with much less. Let the com-
munity note that all these matters were covered by the fifth point
in Mr. Cachalia's letter1.   It contained a demand for reasonable
administration of all existing laws.  But for this demand, the evi-
dence that was given could not have been given.   If, therefore,
our countrymen had not been hasty and given the ill-considered
evidence that they did, we could have secured much more and
the fifth demand would have met with the same fortunate result
as the demands in respect of the £3 tax and other matters.  No
permanent harm has., therefore, been done by their evidence, for
the fifth point [in Mr. Gachalia's letter] represents a demand for
a standing assurance.   If the Government gives, as it will have to
give, such an assurance, the community will be justified in taking
up further questions like the administration of the Gold Law,
aid the various trading licence Acts.   Efforts are being made to
see that this becomes possible.   The Commission's report is not
the last word on the Indian question.   In so far ajs it adversely
affects our interests, it is not binding on satyagrahis, and the
community is not likely to be banned by the misguided evidence
* Vide "Letter to Secretary for Interior", pp. 183-6.

